
INVESTING 
ESSENTIALS

How to be a successful investor

G U I D E  T O

S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
2

3

Wessex Investment Management Limited, 
The Wincombe Centre, Wincombe Business Park, Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 9QJ



0
2
  
  
  
| 
  
  
 G

U
ID

E
 T

O
 I

N
V

E
S

T
IN

G
 E

S
S

E
N

T
IA

L
S

Welcome to our Guide to 
Investing Essentials. Investing 
is a powerful tool that can help 

you reach your !nancial goals. Whether 
you want to grow your wealth, generate 
an income, or combine both, the right 
investment strategy is crucial. 

In today's rapidly evolving !nancial 
landscape, understanding the importance 
of investing has never been more critical. 
"is guide highlights why investing is a key 
component of !nancial success and how it 
can signi!cantly impact your future.

Investing is more than just a way to 
make money; it's a strategy to build 
wealth over time, achieve long-term 
!nancial goals, and secure your future. 
However, navigating the complex world of 
investments is not always straightforward, 
as countless options are available. 

We will provide valuable insights, 
help you understand the intricacies of 
the market, and develop a personalised 
investment strategy that aligns with your 
!nancial goals and risk tolerance. 

Whether you're a novice investor or 
looking to optimise your portfolio, this 
guide will underline the importance of 
investing and professional !nancial advice's 

crucial role in !nancial planning. "at’s 
why we prioritise open communication 
and personalised services to ensure you 
feel con!dent and informed about your 
!nancial journey. 

We understand that each client is 
unique and has di#erent communication 
preferences. You can receive updates about 
your portfolio and its performance anytime 
through face-to-face meetings, phone calls, 
or emails. Our goal is to create a relationship 
that suits your needs and preferences. l

LOOKING FOR A 
DIFFERENT WAY TO 
INVEST?
We're committed to working 
closely with you to build your 
desired relationship. Your trust 
in us is invaluable, and we're 
dedicated to proving that your 
choice to partner with us is sound. 
To !nd out more or to discuss 
your requirements – please get in 
touch with us.

How to be a successful investor

G U I D E  T O 

I N V E S T I N G  E S S E N T I A L S
 

THIS GUIDE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE 
TAX OR LEGAL ADVICE AND SHOULD 

NOT BE RELIED UPON AS SUCH. 
INFORMATION IS BASED ON OUR 

CURRENT UNDERSTANDING OF TAXATION 
LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS.

TAX TREATMENT DEPENDS ON THE 
INDIVIDUAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF EACH 

CLIENT AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
IN THE FUTURE. FOR GUIDANCE, SEEK 

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE.

A PENSION IS A LONG-TERM INVESTMENT 
NOT NORMALLY ACCESSIBLE UNTIL AGE 55 
(57 FROM APRIL 2028 UNLESS THE PLAN HAS 

A PROTECTED PENSION AGE). 

THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENTS (AND 
ANY INCOME FROM THEM) CAN GO DOWN 

AS WELL AS UP, WHICH WOULD HAVE 
AN IMPACT ON THE LEVEL OF PENSION 

BENEFITS AVAILABLE. 

YOUR PENSION INCOME COULD ALSO BE 
AFFECTED BY THE INTEREST RATES AT THE 

TIME YOU TAKE YOUR BENEFITS.
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When it comes to charting your 
investment trajectory, a well-
drawn roadmap can be an 

invaluable guide. By understanding your 
present !nancial standing and visualising your 
aspirations, you can devise a solid strategy to 
steer you towards your !nancial objectives.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR CURRENT 
FINANCIAL POSITION
"e initial step in cra'ing your !nancial 
plan is de!ning your speci!c !nancial 
targets. What are your aspirations? Are you 
saving for retirement? Do you intend to 
create an investment portfolio that yields 
income, growth, or both? Or are you keen 
on establishing an emergency fund? Once 
you've crystallised your objectives, you can 
formulate a plan to achieve them.

SETTING DISTINCT 
FINANCIAL GOALS
Adopting a goal-oriented approach to 
!nancial planning can foster systematic and 
disciplined investing habits, which are key to 
realising your goals. Moreover, this method 
lets you stay focused and unperturbed by 
temporary market (uctuations.

Despite individuals' varying goals based 
on their life stages, these can generally 

be classi!ed into three categories: 
essential needs, lifestyle desires, and 
legacy aspirations.

NAVIGATING THE PATH TO 
FINANCIAL SUCCESS
Achieving !nancial prosperity in these areas 
can be complex in our modern world. It 
demands a comprehensive understanding of 
various subjects, from intricate retirement 
and investment products to risk management 
strategies and tax laws.

Your !nancial roadmap should provide 
a clear vision of your future. It should 
encapsulate every facet of your aspirations 
- your hopes, fears, and goals. It should 
provide a vivid picture of your future, 
guiding you towards your destination and 
indicating when you will likely arrive.

Re!ect on these questions:

Q:  Can I rest easy knowing I've secured   
 enough funds for my future?
Q:  Am I con!dent about my !nancial   
 trajectory?
Q:  Will I be able to sustain my current   
 lifestyle a'er retirement?
Q:  Am I !nancially equipped to lead the life  
 I desire, now and in the future?

Q:  Have I made adequate !nancial
 preparations to live my dream life   
 without depleting my funds?
Q:  Do I fully comprehend my 
 !nancial status?
Q:  What monetary value do I need to secure  
 my current and future lifestyle?

SECURING YOUR 
FUTURE LIFESTYLE
"e !rst step is to identify the goal you're 
investing for and calculate the time required 
to achieve it. Next, ascertain its current cost. 
Add a reasonable in(ation rate to this !gure, 
and you'll know what the goal will cost when 
you aim to achieve it.

"is process helps you determine 'your 
number' – the sum you'll ultimately need to 
ensure peace of mind, knowing your future 
lifestyle is secure, and ensuring you won’t run 
out of money before you run out of time.

Your investment journey map empowers 
you to make informed !nancial decisions 
and balance present obligations and future 
dreams. "is plan should help you meet 
your desired lifestyle goals and objectives 
over time. l
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C H A R T I N G  Y O U R 
I N V E S T M E N T  T R A J E C T O R Y

Understanding your present !nancial standing and visualising your aspirations
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G O A L S - B A S E D 
S A V I N G  A N D 
I N V E S T I N G  S T R A T E G Y

Staying focused and disciplined, even when markets are volatile

It's crucial to remember that saving 
and investing is not just about making 
money. It's about making your money 

work for you to help you achieve your 
!nancial goals. "erefore, it's important to 
have a clear understanding of what those 
goals are before you start investing.

A well-de!ned goals-based saving and 
investing can help you stay focused and 
disciplined, even when markets are volatile. 
It can also help you make better saving and 
investment decisions and stay motivated 
throughout your wealth creation journey.

A goals-based strategy can help you make 
wise !nancial decisions and achieve your 
desired outcomes. "e key lies in setting 
realistic and achievable goals that align with 
your personal and !nancial circumstances.

SPECIFIC GOALS
First, your goals need to be speci!c. It's 
not enough to say, "I want to save more 
money." Instead, you need to de!ne what 
you're saving for, how much you need 
to save, and when you need the money. 
For example, "I want to save £200,000 for 
a deposit on a house in !ve years.” "is 
speci!city provides a clear direction and 
helps avoid procrastination.

Alternatively, to generate a speci!c 
income to maintain your current lifestyle in 
retirement, you may say, “I aim to generate 
an annual income of £80,000 a'er tax. "is 
will be sourced from my private pension, 
state pension and any residual income 
from my investment portfolio. I plan to 
start drawing down on these funds at age 
58, which gives me 15 years to continue 
growing my investments and savings. To 

achieve this, I will consistently invest in 
a diversi!ed portfolio with a balance of 
equities and bonds, focusing on long-term 
growth and income generation."

MEASURABLE GOALS
Next, your goals need to be measurable. "is 
means setting speci!c targets and deadlines 
that can be easily tracked and assessed. For 
example, if you aim to save £200,000 in 
!ve years or generate an annual income of 
£80,000 a'er tax for your retirement, you 
can break this down into smaller, more 
manageable monthly monetary targets. You 
can track your progress and make necessary 
adjustments by making measurable goals.

ATTAINABLE GOALS
Your goals also need to be attainable. 
While it's good to aim high, setting 
unrealistic goals can lead to frustration 
and disappointment. "erefore, consider 
your income, expenses, and other !nancial 
obligations when setting your goals. 
Start with smaller, more achievable goals 
and gradually work your way up as your 
!nancial situation improves.

RELEVANT GOALS
Furthermore, your goals should be relevant 
to your overall life plan. If, for example, 
you're planning to start a family, your 
!nancial goals will likely include saving 
for a larger home, starting school fees 
or university funds, or increasing your 
protection coverage. By aligning your 
!nancial goals with your personal goals, you 
can ensure that your money works towards 
the things that matter most to you.

TIME-BOUND GOALS
Finally, your goals should be time-bound. 
Setting a speci!c timeline for achieving 
your goals can create a sense of urgency and 
motivate you to take action. Whether saving 
for a holiday next summer or planning for 
retirement in 20 years, having a de!ned 
timeline can help keep you on track.

NOT A ONE-TIME ACTIVITY
Setting !nancial goals is not a one-time 
activity. It's an ongoing process requiring 
regular reviews and adjustments as your 
circumstances and market conditions 
change. So, think about what you really want 
to achieve with your investments. Set clear, 
realistic and measurable goals. And then 
develop a saving and investment strategy that 
aligns with these goals. "is will put you on 
the path to successful investing.

Remember, the journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step. So, take that 
!rst step today by setting your !nancial 
goals and starting to achieve them. You'll be 
glad you did. l



0
6

  
  
  
| 
  
  
 G

U
ID

E
 T

O
 I

N
V

E
S

T
IN

G
 E

S
S

E
N

T
IA

L
S

Investing can feel like navigating 
uncharted territory, particularly for 
those new to the !eld. With many 

options and strategies available, it's crucial 
to grasp what you aim to achieve with 
your investments clearly. Are you looking 
to grow your wealth long-term or seeking 
immediate returns? Speci!c goals will guide 
you in choosing the right investments and 
making sound decisions.

A key tool that can help you manage your 
!nances e#ectively and work towards your 
investment objectives is cash (ow modelling.

WHAT IS CASH FLOW 
MODELLING?
Cash (ow modelling is a process that 
involves designing a comprehensive model 
of your income and expenditure. "is model 
provides an overview of where your money 
is spent, enabling you to make well-informed 
decisions about resource management.

Here are some bene"ts of cash !ow 
modelling:

n It provides a clear understanding of your  
 !nancial situation.
n It identi!es areas of potential   
 overspending.

n It uncovers opportunities for savings.
n It helps in making informed decisions  
 about investments and other !nancial  
 commitments.
n It aids in setting realistic !nancial goals.

YOUR FINANCIAL 
FUTURE THROUGH CASH 
FLOW MODELLING
Cash (ow modelling serves as a graphical 
representation of your !nancial future, 
shedding light on the impact of life events 
on your !nances. "is visual guide projects 
what might happen to your !nances in the 
future, equipping you to plan e#ectively to 
achieve your !nancial objectives.

"e process assesses your current 
and forecasted wealth, income in(ows, 
and expenditure out(ows. It paints a 
detailed picture of your !nancial state, 
encompassing your assets, investments, 
debts, income, and expenditure.

"ese elements are projected yearly, 
factoring in growth rates, income, in(ation, 
wage increases, and interest rates. A 
cash (ow model calculates the growth 
rate required to meet your investment 
objectives. "is rate is then cross-referenced 
with your risk tolerance to ensure your 
expectations align with the asset allocation 

needed to achieve the growth rate.
Examining your !nancial journey lets 

you implement a detailed plan outlining 
securing your !nancial future. To ensure 
you achieve your lifestyle goals over time, 
it's vital to review your !nancial plan and 
make necessary amendments regularly 
should your circumstances change.

Investing may seem complex, but you 
can gain control over your !nancial 
future with a clear understanding of your 
goals and the strategic use of tools like 
cash (ow modelling.

ASSET ALLOCATION MIX AND 
CASH FLOW MODELLING 
"e key to successful !nancial planning lies 
in understanding the ins and outs of your 
!nancial status, making informed decisions, 
and continuously monitoring your 
progress. Cash (ow modelling and asset 
allocation mix are two crucial tools that are 
indispensable in this process.

DECIPHERING THE RIGHT ASSET 
ALLOCATION MIX
Cash (ow modelling is an invaluable tool 
that provides a comprehensive !nancial 
situation overview. It can help identify the 
best action and determine the appropriate 

C A S H  F L O W 
M O D E L L I N G

Are you looking to grow your wealth long-term or 
seeking immediate returns?




